RV ANGELICA LUTHERAN: 


The Bible our rule of faith !—The right of private our privilege. 
Hier stehe ich, ich kann nicht anders 3—Gott helfe mir! Amen |~LUTHER. 


V.) 1830. (No. 1. 


TO OUR PATRONS, _-- 


Protected and preserved, by a wise and merciful Providence, we 
have been permitted to commence the 5th volume of the Evangelical, 
Lutheran Intelligencer, During the fouryears ofits existence, we have 
been gratified by assurances, that our feeble efforts were crowned 
with some degree of success, and that it has been productive of good, 
to that portion of the vineyard of the Lord Jesus, with which we are 
connected. We have the happiness to know, that it has been a chan- 
nel, through which much necessary and important knowledge has 
~ flowed to the members of that particular Church, to which it is especi_ 
ally devoted, whilst Protestants of different denominations, have been 
enabled to obtain interesting information , upon subjects; which con- 


eern them all. 
But, though the Intelligencer hitherto has been sepaction of much 


good, and imparted interesting facts relative to the most ancient Pro- 
testint Church, viz. the Lutheran, we believe, that its sphere of useful. 
ness might be greatly enlarged, if our friends would exert themseives, 
to» increase our subscription list. It-will be observed, that entire 
new type has been procured, and we hope, that our effort to improve 
the Intelligencer, will be, not only appreciated, but acknowledged, by 
punctual payment, in current money, for, all we ask is, a sufficiency 
to pay the paper and our printer. We shall as. heretofore, conduct 
the work, upon the liberal principles of Lutheranism; do unto others 
as we wish to be done by, and, deliberately candidly and fearlessly ex- 
pose the errors of Poperys which, is OW atteippting the destruction 


of our liberties. 
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CODE OF THE JESUITS. 
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We are directed “to cast our bread upon the waters” and in the 
publication of the Intelligencer thus far, we think, we have followed 
the injunction. A meagre subscription list, meagre in point of num- 
bers, yet embracing almost the whole Geographical extent of the 
Union, presents, at the close of each year, a deficit in the finaneia! 
concern. We sent our work forth, into every section of the vast re- 
gion which is claimed as the domain’of liberty and independence, 
wherever it has been ordered, happy in the idea, of satisfying such, as 
hunger for the bread of life, without enquiring into the manner, by 
whici: we should collect the sum requisite, to perform the work, devol- 
ving upon us. We trusted entirely, to the honor and integrity of ou 
subscribers, (who know, that we have no pecuniary advantages) in 
carrying on the work. In many instances we have failed inour hopes 
—an indifference, not by any means creditable, has been manifested 
on this point. But, we will not, cannot, abandon the hope (distres_ 
sing as such contemplations are) that “‘in due time it shall return to 
us.” 
Agreeably to our plan, we shall impart to our work, a varied charac- 
ter; we shall notice important transactions of government—casualities 
which constantly occur, and evince the mysterious movements of an 
Allwise God, and especially those operations, which Lutherins, and 
other christian denominations are carrying on, for the amelioration of 
the condition, and the happiness of man. 
Our motte, speaks language that cannot be misunderstood, and if 
Lutherans, ifreal and sincere Protestants, will aid us, the pledge is 
given, that neither things high nor low, nor life nor death, shall cause 
us, to shrink from the discharge of our duty. 

| | DAVID F. SCHAFFER, 
Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


THE PROTESTANT. 


We published the Prospectus of the work entitled “The Protestant,” 
and recommended it, to the patronage of Protestants generally. We 
rejoice, that some at least, have listened to us, and subscri for it. 

though we have no idea, that it will command a general support, 
as it deserves, yet it will bave its influence upon some, and if a few are 
je enlightened and impressed, the Lord Jesus Christ, may plead 
with success for us and our beloved country, for their sakes. We 
extract the following, from the Protestant, for January —Editor. 


CODE OF THE JESUITS. 


Of the morality which the Papist Doctors teach, a few specimens 
are now adduced—hereaiter, the substance of the Secreta Monita 
Societatis Jesu shall be published. They distinguish philosophica! 
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1880] ao" CODE OF THE JESUITS. | $ 
sins from sins of probability, thus—“ Philosophical sin is an action or 


¢ 


course of actions repugnant to the dictates of reason, and yet not offensive 
to the Deity.” Every possible criminality is sanctified by this axiom. 


Sun opinion or precept may be followed uth safety when taught by only 


one Doctor of considerable reputation, even though contrary to the judg- 
ment of him who gives, and vf the person whotakes the advice.” This de- 
finition of sin, of accommodates all classes of the 
ungodly, from the profoundest falsifying hyprocrite to the most licen- 
tious. profligate. 
' Actions intrinsically evil and directly contrary to the divine law, 
may be innocently performed by those who have so much power over thetr 
minds as to join even i , a good end with the wicked action.” ‘Thus 
all lying; every perjury robbery and uncleanness; and every mur- 
e 


der tratated for good of the Papacy, are transformed into 
OF meritorious deeds. 


day 

lar circumstance, without the words which 
would let it be known—and this is very convenient in 
necessary, or useful for honor 
or property.” Hence every Romanist can obtain absolution for 
falsehood and ‘perjury, however ‘‘wilful and corrupt,” if he will 
pay the pé¢nance satisfactory to the Priest. But if he commits 
these crim¢s for the good of the Popedom, to promote their interest 
or conceal their enormities, he may assert any fiction, with or without 
an oath, and no confession and pardon are necessary, because he is 
de facto entitled to all the indulgences and blessings which the Pope 
chooses to bestow, both now and forever; and his honour and emolu- 
ment will be exactly proportioned to the number and ingenuity of his 
falsifications, and to the persevering eflrontery with which he endea- 
vors to corroborate them. | 

A practical illustration of this subject will not be superfluous. 
James I. of England framed an oath for the Papists, which tied the 
Gordian Knot so fast; that it was supposed, no wit of man could loose 
it; and that if they once took the obligation they cou!d not be released 
—for they not only confessed the King’s rightful authority, abjured 
the pe cae supremacy, and denied his power to abrogate the oath, but 
also solemnly disavowed all equivocation, mental evasions and reser- 
vations, and saying one thing and thinking and intending the contrary. 
It did not however subserve the design. ‘“‘How egregiously was the | 
King deceived, not considering the persons and the system he had to ~ 
do with. His boasted Kingera/t was overmatched and outwitted by 
Jesuistical Priesteraft. If they had not art enough to unite the knot, 
they had a spiritual sword ready to cut it. Accordingly they derided 
his folly, for imagining that the consciences of Papists were to be 
bound with such ropes of straw, or be caught and held by such cob- 
webs. Paschenius and Bellarmine, the oracle of modern Papists 

a2 


‘ 
**.4 person who takes an oath, or enters into a contract, to prevent their 
being binding. may add to the words used to express them certain mental | 
clauses and its reservations. One may swear that he has not'done a thing; 
although in fact he may have done it, by understanding in has own mind, 
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the gospel has been most effectual. ‘How shall men believe in hin 
of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a | 
preacher, and how shall they th except they be sent.” 
At our last annual meeti recommended the encouragement of 
the publication of tracts, of works:on practical and doctrinal sub- 
jects, which would enable our people and the public generally to judge for 
themselves, of the nature df ouf doctrines, and compare them with 
the Holy Scripture; I have been recently informed that at the last meet- 
ing of the Synod of New-York, a committee was re eee 
tend publications of 4 similar character. From ithe intelligence 
zeal of that committee, I doubt not but that the publications they may 
superintend will be of a character deserving of a general circulation, 
and I recommend to my brethren of the clergy, this cheap and effica- 
cious mode of imparting to their people a knowledge of the doctrines 
and discipline of our Church. | 

It is a circumstance deeply to be lamented that the clergy of our 
Church receive in most cases a very inadequate support, and that 
when they are removed from this world their families are in many in- ‘ 
stances left in very destitute circumstances. A society for the relief 
of aged and infirm ministers, and of the widows and orphans of such as 
have been left in destitute circumstances, would probably be instrumen- 
tal in relieving many afflictions to which the families of the clergy in 
our communion are often subjected. I do not propose that this sub- 
ject should be immediately acted upon, as in the infancy of our Synod 
it might be considered premature, but it is a subject of so much im- 
portance that I have ventured to hint it to you inhopes that you might 
revolve it in your minds, and that in due time we might be able to 
suggest some remedies for the evils complained of.”—Editor. 


INFLUENCE OF POPERY. 


Mr. Enrror :—Your frequent and timely warnings relative to the 
advances of the “man of sin,” have sometimes elicited the impression 
on the minds of ee ‘‘demi-semi-protestants,” that your time 
might be more profitably employed and the columns of the “Intelligen- 
cer” filled with more useful and important matter. With the writer 
of this article there is not only no doubt in relation to the expediency; 
but many powerful considerations the necessity of re- 
a and reiterating the call until the dormant energies of the friends 
of civil and religious liberty are effectually roused. It is far from being 
expected that such a step will be viewed with general approbation; but, 
the censure of some, and the opposition of others will not exculpate 
the neglect of an obvious duty. And although those, who are uncon- 
cerned in regard to religion, and, those who aré influenced by motives 
of self-interest may not seem to see sufficient cause of alarm, yet no un- 
biassed friend of Gospel truth will hesitate and meanly fold his arms 
until he is forced to bewail a loss which by a seasonable effort he might 
: have prevented; but, boldly sanction and support, whatever consistent- 
| ly with the spirit of the Gospel, has a tendency to limit the reign of 

superstition and error, and throw the unclouded light of true religion 
mto the dark chambers of the human heart. 


With deep regret it is found that a foreign influence is energetically, 
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and often successfully exerted against protestantism. 'The peculiar 

licy which distinguishes the efforts of the anti-gospel society (the 
Fesuits,) whilst it shuns the detecting scrutiny of rational investi- 
gation, is addressed more especially to the senses, with all the pomp 
and splendor, that power and wealth can furnish. The most untiring 
zeal; the most consummate art, and the utmost prodigality of time, 
wealth and effort are employed to effect designs for the accomplish- 
ment of which within the aid of reason or Revelation can be elicited. 
‘The mind, uncultivated, and consequently illy prepared to repel the 
subtile sophistry of designing men, holds out the fairest prospects for 
ultimate success. But,as the small number whose weakness of intel- 
lect makes them an easy prey, does not arise to suit the grasping de- 
sires of emissaries, they labor to instill their life-withering sen- 
timents nto the minds of children criminally neglected by unworthy 
parents, or as criminally sent to their schools. Here is a new and 
fruitful ground where these artful seducers scatter the seeds of super- 
stition and preset b with the prospect of an abundant harvest, In 
possession of ample means, they carry out their plans under the impo- 
sing garb of benevolence and religion, ‘Thus protestant children are 
drawn to their schools; and, whilst the fond parent learns from the cun- 
ning teacher, the amazing progress of the child in intellectual attain- 
ment, he at length finds, to his extreme grief that the brightest prospects 


of his child’s improvement, terminated in its irreclaimable conversion to 


the “holy mother church.” All books of devotion are carefully excluded 
from their seminaries and schools, unless they are favorable to the pro- 
pogation of papal dogmas. And, if some unprejudiced youth should 


appear, whom the piety ofparents has furnished with the volume of 


inspiration, tt is immediately taken from him, and forced to give way 
to a popish substitute. ‘The child is taught that the Bible was not des- 
signed for the pecole; that all protestants are necessarily excluded from 
the kingdom of Heaven; and, that unless they enter the pales of the 
‘‘only true church,” they will finally be damned as obstinate heretics. 
The ‘unhappy, withering 2nd soul-destroying results of such a system 
of instruction on the minds of children must be evident. It is a deadly 
aim at the very nerve and spring of social life. ‘The tenderest tie of 
filial affection; the highest feeling of parental love have been parali- 
zed, in cases where the child was taught to regard its protestant ‘at 
rents as enemies to the “true church.” Domestic happimess has fled 
from the circle of families where one or more were found the advo- 
cates of papal authority; or, peace and ordet could only be restored by 
the dreaded and only alternative of sacrificing the Bible. Protestant 
wives have shuddered to see their Bibles and H'ymnbooks committed 
to the flames, themselves excluded, by the command of their husbands, 
irom the preaching of God’s word, and thus deprived of every com- 
fort to sustain and encourage them under their accumulated afflictions. 
In one instance, one of these unhappy heings presented herself, after 
the death of her husband, and with tears in her eyes, begged for a Bi- 
ble and Hymnbook which her husband had burned, and which, dur- 
ing his lifetime she was forbidden to use. 

ith these facts and many others ofa similar and more vated 


nature, before us; can we as protestants—as christians—as advocates 
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for the rights of conscience and private judgment—can we, either b 
our indifference encourage, or by our example support the unholy .ef- 
forts of those numerous emissaries, that issue from the dark recep- 
tacle of the propoganda? You apprehend no danger. Is there»no 
danger in the skilful application of several hundred thousand dollars 
annually sent across the ocean to advance the interest of the papal 
hierarchy? No danger in the éfforts of those swarms of Jesuits which 
annually pour into our ovestey’ No danger in their having worm Si 
number of public schools in their hands, in which thousands of | chil- 
dren are instructed in the ‘“‘mysteriés” of the beast? No danger in 
the exercise of an influence already felt over the greatest portion of Ame- 
rica; in the vast number of their converts; in their secret machinations; 
in the desolations of a system of faith and practice, recommended by 
the latitude of conduct it allows; and by the easiness with which the 
wrath of Heaven may be averted? Already are they conscious of 
their growing power; and the re-establishment of that infernal instru- 
ment of cruelty and 4 Spore (the inguisition) is a fearful proof that 
the beast has not lost his nature, though he was somewhat limited in 
his power. And, unless protestants awake, our own counntry will ere 
long blaze by the fires, and tremble under the sanguinary inflictions— 
ofa grand Auto-da-fe. 

Can you as protestant ts exculpate yourselves in regard to 
your criminal neglect of your Children? Can you send them to 
schools, where erroneous doctrines are inculcated, blasting the 
fairest fruits of social life, and leaving human nature nothing but the 
name? _ If but one drop of blood, of those immortal men who boldly 
came forth as the undaunted champions of Revelation and reason run 
in your veins, you would not thus stand in need‘of encouragement to 
fire your souls in disseminating the word of Life, and exerting your 
influence to stifle those plants of superstition which like the fatal upas, 
infect every object that comes within their reach. Protestants awake? 
Defer not to act with vigor, until the evil no longer admits of a reme- 
dy. Look to your children, your religion, your Bible, and suffer not 
the occurrence of a loss you might have prevented, and which may 
prove fatal to the tranquility of your expiring moments. 

MELANCHTHON. 


Taneytown January 30, 1830. 


REPORT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY AT HANO.- 
VER, PENNSYLVANIA. 

It is with great pleasure, that we comply with the resolution of the 
Sunday School Society of Hanover, to publish extracts from their an- 
nual report. Itis im perfect accordafce with our plan to do so. 
Nothing can gratify our readers more than to learn, that our Churches 
are generally — more convinced of the importance of an in-- 
stitution, by which under God, children will be enabled-to escape _in- 
fidelity and Popery, to the arrows of which the present generation is, 
and will be exposed.— Editor.’ 

REPORT | 

Two years have already elapsed since the first organization of the 

Hanover Sabbath School, and we have abundant reason to adore 
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the Lord of all, for having thus far sustained us in our efforts to dif- 
fuse light and knowledge, among the youth of our place. For the 
first year we were “peer to the Hanover Tract Sosiety, an Aux- 
ilary of the Philadelphia Branch of the American Tract Society, but 
our Tract Society becoming extinct, we at the commencement of the 
second year, formed ourselves into a body altogether distinet and in- 
dependent of every other society, upon a new basis, depending upon 
the exertions of our own members for support, and as we believe by 
this step, gave more satisfaction tg those immediately connected. 

Various have been the changes of the school since the commence- | 
ment of it, the number of Scholars quite large at one time, at another 
dwindled away to a mere shadow of its former self, then again did 
the face of things vary, alternatively rising and falling. ‘The begin- 
ning of our operations exceeded the hopes ofthe most sanguine, the 


. novelty of the institution, attracted to itas many as 140 children for 


several sabbaths, but alas! too soon did the number decrease and the 
friends, and supporters of the school had to lament the deplorable 
change. ‘The causes of the decline may have been chiefly these. 
The indifference and irregular attendance of many of the teachers 
(principally male) affording but few inducements to the children to at- 
tend, the novelty having worn off, the example oftheir teachers, who 
not feeling an interest themselves could not communicate it to their 
classes. ‘The total disregard of the parents, as to sending their chil- 
dren, leaving it to their option to attend or not, ignorant of the advan- 
tages presented, willingly absented themselves, in order that they 


might pass the Sabbath, according to the bent of their inclinations. 


And finally the contemplated incorporation of the American Sunday 
School Union, this created prejudice in the minds of many parents, 
who then withdrew their children from ‘school and prohibited them 
from attending in future. May not ar: All- Wise Being have tried our 
faith in his promises ofassistance, our zeal for the promotion of his 
glory and our love for the welfare of immortal souls placed under our 
care, and have urged us to renewed exertions for forwarding our mea- 
sures? For the last year the number of scholars has not been so great. 
but those attending have been more regular than those, who attended 
in the former year. ‘The remaining teachers are punctual in their at- 
tendance, many of those parents who once withheld their children, 
now send them again, new scholars are almost weekly added to the 
institution; which under the Divine protection bids fair to flourish. 
‘The number on November 15th was 83, being an increase in two weeks 
of 17 scholars. And ought not this to cause every one to rejoice, who 
has at heart the welfare of the rising gencration? Every one of those 
committted to our care is possessed of an immortal soul and should we 
not exceedingly rejoice, that we in the hands ofthe Supreme Being. 
may be instrumental in leading them unto “fountains of living water.” 
‘The opposition and prejudice against, have been and are still great, 
but have we not the assurance of aid from an Almighty Power, it we 
have enlisted in a good cause? And what undertaking more worthy 
of our attention, our utmost regard, than that of rearing children in 
the ‘nurture and admonition of the Lord.” A class consisting of six 
coloured persons has been added to the school, and we hope that this 
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will be an inducement for others to attend, their progress is worthy of 
remark, thus an opportunity is given to this neglected (and in the eyes 
of the community) degraded race, of obtaining that knowledge per- 
taining to the salvation of their souls, and of laying the foundation of 
their present and eternal welfare. When we reflect upon the deplor- 
able ignorance of this part of fellow beings, we must weep over their 
condition, and view with mingled feelings of pity and detestation him, 
who for the sake of lucre, first introduced them as slaves into our coun- 
try,and brought them upon a level with the brutes that perish. Let 
us exert ourselves therefore to ameliorate their moral condition, for the 
Lord of Glory has died for them also and their souls are equally valua- 
ble with ours. ae 
Our funds being inadequate to the purchase ofthe many premiums 
which were requisite for the rewarding of merit, it was thought advi- 
sable to commence a library, the perusal of the books to be awarded, 
instead of the distribution thereof, and atthe same time to continue 
our former method of distribution, but merely to those who were una- 
ble to read, by this means, holding out an inducement to them to at- 
tend and receive the benefit of instructions given. The Library con- 
taining upwards of 40 volumes, consisting of Memoirs, &c. together 
with a number of cheap books, selected by our President, was opened 
for the first time last May. ‘The scholars have always manifested a 
great desire to peruse the books, and have beni 4 their exertions 
to obtain them ain the Library. ‘Teachers and others desirous have 
the privilege of reading the books, by paying 2 cents for each number, 
returning them weekly. ‘This money to be appropriated towards in- 
creasing the library. ‘There is no doubt but that the children will be 
much benefitted by having access to the Library, for each book must 
afford instruction to the reader, and many may become seriously im- 
ressed connected with the instructions given and much good result. 
Vet itis to be regretted that our means are so limited as to prevent us 
increasing the number of books; as from the Treasurers account it ap- 
pears that about $5 ke due by the Society, being part ofan amount 
unpaid, which was advanced disinterestedly by a member towards the 
purchase of the library, to be refunded by the Society when able to do 
so, and part of an amount owing for stationary, &c. and there are 


moreover unavoidable expenses which must be incurred for the pur-— 


chase of firewood &c. all.of which are to be discharged by the small 
amount of annual subscriptions. It is tobe hoped that some measures 
might be entered into, so that we could have a fund of $20 annually, 
this small amount would liquidate contingent expenses, and enable us 
gradually to increase our library, which would afford more advanta- 
ges to the children and teachers. And shall it be said that we are un- 
able to procure this sum so small? We earnestly hope not. ~ 
Judsons Bible Questions have been introduced into the reading 
classes, this work facilitates the duties of the teacher and enables him 
more fully to explain the Sacred Scriptures to the members of his class, 
and himself receiving instruction thereby. Catechisms have been made 
use of at the option of parents, and itis believed the method of instruc- 
tions now pursued, is well calculated for the improvement of the chil- 
dren. Many of the children who commenced with us, still remain and 
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we think in the course of time will become efficient teachers, having had 
the advantages of instruction given, and being gradually prepared for 
the important undertakin instructing; thus, by this means we will 
obviate the present difficulty we labour wnder, of obtaining suitable 
teachers, teachers who will with a proper interest assist us in our la~ 
bours. Our aim is the same as that of similar institutions, properly 
conducted, the advancement of the children in religious knowledge, 
without inculeating any sectarian views, but instructing them alone 
in those things which shall “make them wise unto salvation,” and 
which are the fundamental principles of all evangelical churches. We 
believe that the benefits arising are always manifest, that much good 
has accrued both to teacher and scholar, and that the impressions now 
received may bring many to the “knowledge of the truth even as it is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord!” ‘This should cause us to redouble our ef- 
forts not only in instructing those now entrusted to us, but of bringing 
others to our school, who now continually profane the sabbath, and of 
leading them into the paths of virtue and of happiness. How many 
children are there in and near our place, who receive but little or no 
religious instructions from their parents or guardians, who are each 
day more restricted than upon the Sabbath, and on this day left to 
themselves, they riot in whatever their inclination may suggest. ‘These 
if brought to the Sabbath School would learn to “remember their 
Creator in the days of their youth,” and thus be made blessed in time 
and eternity ; and as great effects flow from small causes, the benefits 
can not be numbered, neither known, till the day of final retribution. 
When we take into view the important advantages which have re- 
sulted from Sabbath Schools, ought we not to press forward in our 
duties with all zeal and love? And run that we might behold the 
rich reward of our labours? We would look unto Him who is the 
Giver of all Good, to strengthen us so that we might more effectually 
discharge our duties and ask of Him that he would make us faithful in 
our labours, not wasting the talents he has given us, but so using them 
that we might have cause to rejoice at the result of our labours. It is 
only by the aid of the Lord that we shall presper, and we as teachers 
should not forget that those who ask shall receive and finally remem- 
ber that all praise, honor and glory belongeth to the King of Kings 
alone. W.N. SCHOLL, 


HORSE RACING. 


Mr. Eprror :—As Horse Racing is so much practised of late, and 
as the Lord has from time to time manifested his displeasure toward 
the practice; I have thought that the following facts which have oc- 
curred to my knowledge, might serve as a warning to those who may 
be addicted to that abominable vice, which is fraught with so many 
dangers. Ifyou think they are worthy of publication, they are at 
your service. 

In the eastern part of Virginia, commonly called “old Virginia,” 
Horse Racing had become very popular some years ago. In the vici- 
nity of M—— lived an old gentleman, who was himself as well as his 
sons, very fond of sport. He had two active young mares which his 
sons used to take a short distance from home, upon a beautiful part 
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of the public road to train them for the races. Sometime in Decemtbe! 
1808, the old gentleman, who was then upwards of 70 years of age 


and who was accustomed to do small errands for the family, took the 
mares to a blacksmith shop situated at some distance; and of neces- 


_ sity had t@ pass along the road where the beasts had been training. 


On his réturn home he let one of them loose to follow after him; and 
as he approached the ground where they were accustomed to be ex- 
ercised, the one following came up in full speed, which started the one 
he was riding, and they both went furiously over the race-ground. 
The old man being too feebleo stop the one he was — they con- 
tinued running until they arrived at a descending part of the road, 
down which they darted with such unmanageable rapidity as to bring 
his face so violently against an oak tree that it broke his skull, leaving 
part of his brain hanging to the bark thereof. ‘The mares continued 
their speed home to take the doleful intelligence to the family. The 
two sons came in search of their father and alas! found him a lifeless 
corpse, and thus were eye-witnesses of the evil results of training 
their beasts for sport. A man labouring close by was an observer of 
this melancholy scene. | 

This disaster however did not put an end to horse racing in that 
neighborhood, but the place for training the horses was removed some 


distance on the same road. In May following, on Ascension-day, two - 


sons of one of his near neighbors were preparing themselves to take 
aride. Their mother seeing them, and apprehending from their ap- 
parel, that they did not intend going to church that day, asked them 
where they were going. ‘The eldest of them said they were about to 
take a ride for pleasure. She said it would be of greater benefit to 
them to go to the house of God and attend to preaching, than to ride 
for pleasure. ‘The youngest of them, whose name was George, and 
ther: about 19 years old, said to his mother ‘‘we are going to practise 
our horses for the races thatare soon to be, and if we can then win 
a good sum of money it will do us more good than what old Mr. 
C—— can tell us in his sermon to-day.” His mother told him that he 
was a bad bey and had a bad heart. He then said that when he be- 
came old like she was, it would be time enough to be religious. So 
saying he laughed and mounted his horse. His mother’s reply was 
‘‘oh George I fear this willbe an unlucky day for you!” ‘The two 
brothers then proceeded to the race ground and on the way stopped at 
a stil-house where they obtoied some fiery spirits and gathered a 
groop of their followers to witness and judge the running of their 
horses. After straining the horses once over the ground George’s 
horse came out hindmost. He was displeased with his horse and af- 
ter giving him a few curses, proposed to try it a second time, which 
was agreed to. After all things were prepared, he said he “would 
come out foremost this time or go to h—Il in the attempt.’ So_say- 
ing both put their horses under the lash; and George whipped his 
horse to such a degree that the poor animal left the road for the woods 
and struck George against a tree with such violence as to leave part 
of his face hanging to the bark and he fell breathless to the ground, 
& though his breath soon returned his reason never did. He lived about 
an hour andall he was heard to say, were a few curses against his 
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horse, and calling him to stop. After a sled and horse were prepar- 
ed to convey him home, and they had proceeded afew rods, he breath- 
ed his last; andat that moment, his mother made her appearance, 
wringing her hands and half distracted exclaimed ‘‘oh George my son! 
my son! would to God I could call you to life again! I think you 
would take my advice hereafter; but this [ cannot do, you are gone, 
yes gone forever,” she then lifted her hands towards heaven and said 
‘‘oh my son! could I but have the hope that your soul was at rest, but 
this alas! alas!” she could utter no more but swooned away in a fit of 
despair. ‘This wasa most heart breaking scene, and horse racing has 


_ but seldom been practised in that vicinity to this day. 


I cannot forbear mentioning the following circumstance which took 
place in one of the western counties of the state of Pennsylvania a few 
years ago: In the. fall of 1827 horse racing was introfluced. ‘The 
preacher of the place immediately raised his voice against: it; pointing 
out the many evil consequences that would attend such a wicked prac- 
tice. However, it appeared laughable to some and offended others. 
One young horse keeper especially, said, he would do with his pro- 
perty as he chose, and as he had to feed his horses he intended to prac- 
tice horse racing as much as he pleased; regardless of all the preacher 
could say to the contrary. Consequently, he, with a few others con- 
tinued the practice against all the warnings, admonitionS and entrea- 
ties of the preacher and elders of the church, until August 1825, when 
this young horse keeper with some of his companions started to go’ to 
a neighboring village, and when starting his wife followed him to the 
door, entreating him to leave off such a dangerous practice, as racing. 
He only laughed at her and said, it was the influence of the preacher 
which caused her to talk so silly. On his way to the village he, and 
one of his fellows determined to try the speed of their horses, and im 
doing so his horse left the road and dashed him with t violence 
against a tree, which caused him to fall apparently lifeless to the 
tear eny After a few minutes he rose on his feet and exclaimed ‘‘oh 

ord! if I live to get over this | never will practise horse racing 
again.” ‘Then sinking tothe ground he said no more and expired 
in a few minutes. His body was taken home a corpse to his widow 
and two little children, whom he had left but a few hours before in the 
prime of life and the enjoyment of health. The preacher was called 
on to attend his funeral, which he did, and nnbhahal a sermon from 
the following words: ‘The harvest is past, the sumther is ended and 
we are not saved”’ (Jer. 8, 20.) The writer of this followed the three 
above mentioned unhappy men to their graves and saw them interred. 

| 8 PLAIN TRUTH. 

TEMPERANCE. 

That for a number of years, intemperance increased in our beloved 
country, is a most lamentable truth. In a numberof States, a distille- 
ry has been erected by many farmers, on their respective farms, from 
which an immense quantity of whiskey and apple-brandy found its 
way to the different markets. The business became at length so pro- 
iitable, and the thirst for something more rough than water increased, 
to such a degree, that many became intent, upon producing liquor, 
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which would inebriate, and yet yield sipten to the distillers, though 
sold at a very reduced price. ‘The labouring class of society were 
most essentially injured, for from the cheapness of liquor, they adopted 
the custom of taking frequent drams and at all hours. Others, more 
wealthy imperceptibly adopted a similar cause, and increased the 
quantity of brandy or wine, or both, to be “poured down their throats.” 
As we cannot regulate our appetites and inclinations without the 
grace of God—without the influence and guidance of the Holy Ghost, 
many moral and correct men, became enslaved, and gradually sunk 
into degradation. The moment their appetites obtained a gratifica- 
tion, they were called upon again and again, and as creatures without 
the power of ratiocination, yielded, to the abuse of the gifts of God, 
carrying destruction into their families, depriving society of .heir ser- 
—— and diminishing the number of candidates for the kingdom of 
eaven. | 
Since the majority of mankind, resist the operations of the Holy 
Spint, and see ene ey influence of the Gospel, some other me- 
thod has been loudly ¢ for, to preserve men against intemperance, 
who, being without vital religion, cannot inan ordinary manner, con- 
emperance societies, appear to answer the purpose, in an eminent 
degree, to prevent men from becoming bad dens: brutes and miser- 
able wretches. The members obligate themselves, to abstain entire- 
ly from the use of ardent spirits, and theugh they may not really be 
hristians, yet pledging their honor to adhere strictly to the rules of the 
society, they taste not, and hence will not become drunkards. A num- 
ber, who would not endure pure spring water, without adding an equal 
or greater quantity of ardent spirits, now, at least publicly, are tem- 
perate and sustain a good character. But a latitude is still allowed, 
which in time will be found an impediment, at least in controling the 
richer class of society, among whom many are found, “whose mouth 
must be held in with bit and bridle.” e mean, that the use of all, 
strong beer and wine is not prohibited also. For either, intoxicates 
when drank immoderately, and such examples are alas numerous, that 
persons tasting either and having it within their reach, continue si 
ping, until they are drunk the whole afternoon or during the whole 


night. | 

But the progress and influence of the temperance cause will gradu- 
ally embrace all inclined to slavery, for already do we see powerful 
and pathetic rm delivered against the use of ardent spirits, by 
such who drank freely, brandy, whiskey, punch &c. & found themselves, 
unable to resist an _tebensge | thirst. ey found themselves rapidly 
marching into the abyss of destruction, and halted at’ once! Men and 
women, whose hearts are the dwelling place of the Lord Jesus Christ 
—who watch and pray, are controlled by the highest power, and are 
> 95 ae in all things. Whether “they eat or drink,” they do it to 
the honor and glory of God. And, although they may not actually 
and formally, subscribe the articles‘of an association, yet when they 
are commanded to promote the cause of their Lord, they readily de- 


-sert if requisite, Father, Mother, all and every thing dear to them on 
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Temperance, or rather abstinence from ardent spirits, ale, wine &c. 
should not however be considered as a discharge of the whole duty 
incumbent upon those who have no control over their appetites. The 
principle should be carried to thing, which tis about to enslave 
them. Whatever any one finds, that may undermine his health, and 
actually is abused by him, if he tastes, should be abandoned. Every 
smoker, or chewer, or snufier of tobacco, as soon as he discovers, that 
he is so enslaved as to go to excess, should abstain at once, and entire- 
ly. But, we willclose our remarks for the present and take up the sub- 


prove profitable — Editor. | 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH. 


We occasionally meet with a briefnotice of our Church, in differ- 
ent religious Periodicals, which evidently prove, that many of our 
Christian brethren of other Churches, have but a very indistinct view , 
and erroneous impressions, as to the extent and doctrines of our 
Church in the United States. As we publish documents from time to 
time, which in conjunction, would enable all to write a correct history, 
we have convinced ourselves, that the incorrect statements published 
occasionally, are produced by detached parts, coming into the hands 
of different gentlemen. 

It is perfectly characteristic of our Church, not to attract the atten- 
tion of man. Whether we be viewed as possessing wealth, or not— 
whether we be extensive and enabled to rank literary men among us 
er not, is a matter of indifference to us‘ generally, and hence we sel- 
dom dwell upon the subject. But, as we have seen statements, made 
with a design to give correct information of the different denominations, 
we shall no doubt confer a favor upon the writers, to point out errors, 
into which they have fallen. The following remarks will answer the 


ject ata future day. In the mean 1) attention to these, may 


u | 

: The Lutherans are not found, only in Pennsylvania, although in 
that state they are most numerous, but they have many well organized 
Churches in New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Seuth Carolina, Ohio, Tennessee, Alabama, Indiana and 
Illinois. In the state of Georgia, they were found, among the 
first colonists. At Ebenezer and Savannah (Geo.) we have respec- 
ble and flourishing Churches. ae 

There are at this time (to our knowledge) 205 officiating Ministers, 
attached to different Synods, viz. Synod, of New York, East Pennsyl- 
vania, West Pennsylvania, Ohio, North Carolina, Maryland, South 
Carolina, Virginia. Each of these Synods convenes annually. 

The General Synod is composed of Clerical and Lay Delegates, 
from the different Synods that deem it expedient to connect themselves 
with it, and convene at least once in three years. There are near 
twelve hundred organized Lutheran Churches in the United States. 
‘Two flourishing Seminaries viz. at Gettysburg Pa. and at Hartwick N. 
York, prove, that attention is paid to a preparation of pious persons, 
for the Ministry. The Professors and teachers of both, are acknow- 
ledged to bescholars. The Theological library at Gettysburg is the 
largest in the United States, amountingto more than 6000 volumes. 
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Missionary and Education societies have been gstablished, not only in 
Pennsylyania, as we have seen it stated, but in New York, the Lu- 
therans are very active, and in Maryland,in North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Virginia, Ohio & ‘l'ennessee, Missionary and Education so- 
cieties are in a flourishing condition. “Many other benevolent insti- 
tutions exist among us, ard the cause ofthe Redeemer, seems to be 
prospering within our bounds at this time, in an unprecedented de- 
gree. Weare not confined in our views of religion, (especially of non- 
essentials,) by human laws and creeds. The Bible is our guide, and 
the study of it we conceive ourselves at liberty to approach, untram- 
meled by the shackels of human creeds; and hence, the general, firm, 
and ardent attachment to the church existing among its members, is 
not to be ascribed, to any cause invented by man. ‘The cardinal views 
of the immortal Luther obtain generally among us,and according to 
the language of the Pastoral Address, of our General Synod. “It is 
required of those who are attached to us that they hold the fundamen- 
tal doctrines of the Gospel as taught in the Augsburg Confession, and 
in all minor points leaves them unrestricted. On the one hand we 
are not able to go with those, who renounce unconditionally all creeds 
and confessions, because we cannot see how Socinians could be effec- 
tually excluded from the Church without them. But we feel well as- 
sured, that the great majority of creeds in the christian church, by en- 
tering far too much into minor ramifications of doctrine, and attach- 
ing too great importance to subordinate and even doubtful points, have 
cherished in the most direct manner, and from their very nature must 
cherish the unhallowed spirit of bigotry and sectarianism.”—Editor. 


The Treasurer of the Missionary and Education Society of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Maryland and Virginia, acknow. 
ledges the receipt of the following sums. | 

January 22, 1830. 


From an unknown individual at Boonsborough, 


From several friends at do. 
From the Rev. Mr. Morris, of Baltimore, 


LEWIS MEDTART, Treasurer. 
THE LADIES OF WINCHESTER. VA. 


The Rev. L. Eichelberger of Winchester takes this mei’.od of ac- 
knowledging the sum of 20 dollars from the female part of his congre- 
gation, for the purpose of constituting him a life member of the Ame- 
rican Tract Society. »Also, by the same, a beautiful bound copy of the 
new Hymn Book, forthe use of the pulpit in the Lutheran Church. 

(The above is praiseworthy. ‘This will make upwards of 70 dollars 
recently raised by the ladies of our congregation in Winchester, for the 
most excellent of objects, $50 in aid of our Evangelical Missionary So- 
ciety In our own church, and 20in aid of the cause of Tracts. Let the 


females of every congregation go and do likewise.) 
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LETTER OF MARTIN LUTHER. 


~ We have translated the following letter from the Latin edition of 
the works of Luther. It contains advice of considerable importance. 
It is also interesting by its allusions to the theme, which was all ab- 
sorbing to the mind of the Reformer—justification by faith. 

-At the close of the letter is the following note in manuscript Ger- 

“From Dr. Martin Luthér’s hitherto unpublished Letters,” edited 
from the autographs by Schultze, Leipsic, Weygard, publisher, vol. 
3, page 256. 

TRANSLATION. 
Luther's Advice in regard to the Method of sacred Studies. 

Read the Old Testament as carefully as possible, twice or thrice, 
from the beginning to the end. Delay a long time on the prophets. 
‘Then repair to the New Testament. Examine particularly how it 
agrees with the Old Testament. Observe in what manner all the 
prophets bear witness concerning Christ. When that is done, turn to 
the epistles of Paul. Gain as intimate and thorough acquaintance as 
ma be with the epistle to the Romans in connexion with that to the 
Galatians. All the ar which occur, as well as the more diffi- 
cult passages in the Scriptures generally explain by these two epistles. 
Regard the epistle to the Hebrews as showing the import of the dif- 
ferent rites, ‘allegories, figures, mages; and sacrificial observances. 
Read our books, comparing them with the writings of our opponents ; 
test both by the Scripture, and try them by that as by a touchstone. 
“The meaning of both sides being well apprehended, imagine that one 
is your opponent, and against him write privately for the sake of the 
exercise. Embellish your writings from logic, rhetoric, and other po- 
lite arts. When the divine Word has been well established in your 
mind, it will be of no disservice to add the ancient fathers; also look 
over the decrees of the Pope, and gee in what manner they have de- 
parted imperceptibly from the faith > because, leaving the subject of 
justification, they have involved themselves in the business of the 
world. MARTIN LUTHER, Doctor. 


We extract the following from “The Friend,” a religious and Li- 
terary Journal, published in Philadelphia. We recommend ap atten- 
tive perusal of it, to our people generally — Editor. 


THE WATCHMAN. 


Although I have restricted myself, in great measure, to observations 
on the lesser morals of life, I never meant to banish from this series . 
of essays, the consideration of questions of more general and momen- 
tous interest. I have lately been beguiling the tedium of a rainy even- 
ing, by musing upon the nature and force of those ties that bind man- 
kind together into communities. It is a subject well worthy.of exam - 
ination for from them proceed, as from a common source, the true 
principles of government, the rights of the civil power, and the privi- 
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leges and duties of citizens. It is not my present intention to investi- 

gate this subject in its broad extent, although I may observe, in pas- 

sing, that there is no nation upon earth, to whose welfare a oye shea 
rebeuabidl of these points is so important as to the people of this re- 
ublic. If the institutions of the old World have taken their sh | 

fardeted into stability during the violence of civil war, and in the in- © 4 

fancy of political science, the salutary energy of nature has acted as a - 

compensating force in various ways, and alleviated the practical evils 

ofeven the most monstrous systems, the other hand, there is a a 

danger, that, in the pride and strength of power, the people, equally 4 

with the tyrants, may forget right, and deal with our institutions, 

like those book learned philosophers, who expect their engines to pos- 

sess in practice their theoretical yalue, regardless of the resistance of 

the air, of friction, and the weakness and destructibility of materials. 

The turn which my thoughts took,led me to contemplate that more 
intimate connection which subsists between the members of a religious 
association, in which there are comprised many ties and duties that do 
not exist in the simpler elements of the social compact. ¢ 

That form of government is justly to be esteemed the best, which, 

uniting a due degree of stability with the protection of the life, the 
property, and the peace of the citizen, leaves him the freest in his opin- 
‘ons and pursuits. On the other hand, religious societies are formed 
or the support of certain principles, which are esteemed fundamental 
yoints of Christian doctrine—of certain forms of church government 
nd modes of worship. They suppose an agreement among their 
r1embers upon these subjects; and the system of ethics which should 
overn the conduct of individuals thus intimately connected, is more 
2fined and exalted than that which suffices for our civil relations. 

A religious community cannot flourish, unless there prevails a con- 
siderable degree of Christian charity and fervour among its members. 
Lukewarmness is as the damps of death to such a body. That zeal, 
which is thus essential to the common welfare, it becomes the duty of 
each individual to cherish. Our time, our wealth, and the best ener- 
gies of eur mind, should be cheerfully devoted to and dispensed in its 

ervice. Whether called to an exalted or a humble station, the true 
‘hristian, as he seeks no office in the church, so he refuses no service 
» which he is devoted by his brethren. He knows that the single ta- 
ont well employed, and the narrow field diligently cultivated, are of 
s much acceptance in the divine sight as the most splendid allotment. 
Whenever thoughts of neglected worth, and of a right to a higher sta- 
ion, intrude themselves, he banishes them as the suggestions of the 
empter. 

It is very necessary for us all to examine closely our own hearts, 

ind to guard against those false appearances by which we are some- 
imes deceived in relation to our motives. Wherever there is a social 
der, there must be social distinctions, and a palm of superiority to 
ve gained. Norcan there be a doubt, that the very same passions 
vhich impel the ambitious and the selfish in the pursuit of worldly 
slory, may aspire to dictate in these consecrated affairs. Butthatlove 
if distinction and eminence which i$ the soul of civil enterprise, is 


\ ~bidden in the Christian code. Whenever, therefore, we find that 
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our ambition and our vanity are feeding upon the notice of our bre- 
thren, or devismg means to rise above others in their estimation, we 
may be assured that we do not stand on the Christian foundation, and 
that we are introducing into the church a spirit alien to its nature, and 
destructive of its peace. | 

The love of the brethren is the beautiful title of that affection which 
binds together the members of the church of Christ. It secks and it 
supposes no evil. Built upon the truth as it is in Jesus, it does not 
distrust the motives of a fellow believer, because of occasional differ- 
ence of sentiment or contrariety of views. It advances its own opin- 
ions with firmness and modesty, neither fearing ta express, nor unduly 
seeking to enforce them. ‘The intrinsic weight of its sentiments is en- 
hanced by a humble demeanour and a quiet spirit. It makes the pro- 
per allowance for that moral perspective, by which the relative mag- 
nitudes and the apparent hues of objects are varied with every change 
of position in the beholder. It discriminates between those errors of 
opinion which flow from intellectual weakness, or individual peculiari- 
ties, and those which spring from vitiated morals, or a mischievous 
purpose. Above all,itcasts aside its prejudices, whether of favour or 
dishke, at the door of the sanctuary. | 

As such a conduct is the unerring sign of being influenced by the 
gospel spirit, there are indications equally sure of its decay an 
proaching extinction. ‘The declension first shows itselfin the want of 
frankness and cordiality towards each other. Men suspect the motives, 
they ¢ake up unfavourable impressions of others; they attribute to the 
alesire of cif conduct which may spring from the 
purest prineiples. Such prejudices increase with indulgence, and are 
cifted with a sure instinct in discovering wherever else they harbour. 
By their influence, religious societies become divided into little parties, 
each holding its own opinions as the sole standard of correcthess, eye- 
ing each with jealousy, speaking of others with faint and doubtful 
praise, and covertly thwarting each other’s purposes. 

The surface of affairs may be kept smooth, and a careless observer 
may see nothing to disturb the apparent tranquillity, yet all the while 
the clouds for future tempests may be fast gathering, and the desola- 
tion of the smiling landscape be inevitable. 

There can scarcely be conceived a state of society more destructive 
of vital Christianity than such as is here portrayed. ‘The organization 
of the church mans maintained, yet men be entrusted with its affairs, 
who neither understand its principles, nor devote themselves to its in- 
terest. ‘The form of sound words may be kept up, yet serve for a 
mantle to spread over a dead body, for a trick of priestcraft or a mask 
for hypocrisy. | 
~ Tt must be owned, that this is a picture, darkly coloured, of the last 
stage of decay and approaching dissolution. But the first appearan- 
ces of this moral blight are so secret and insidious, that nothing but 
the severest self-examination will enable us to detect its existence in 
ourselves, and if is not usually until it has gathered strength suffi- 
cient to render it dangerous, that we become alarmed at its prevalence. 
And at the last itean only be successfully combated by the secret pray- 
ers and patient fortitude of the wise and the pure in heart, even as 
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Israel discomfited Amalek by the holding up unto heaven of the hands * 
of Moses. 
Considerations of this sort, which have been inspired by a gencrag 

survey of the history of the Christian world, are not beneath the no- 
tice of the wisest and the best of all religious persuasions; for our very 
virtues often carry us to the verge of the neighbouring vices, into 
which they degenerate, if we do not vigilantly guard the avenues of : 
the heart. Itis thus that men of an amiable temper become self-indul- 
gent and careless, and slide imperceptibly into practices which pro- 

uce all the consequences of ou intentions ; while those of a severe 
and stoical nature turn sour and discontented, if not malignant. Let 
us then remember that the duties which we owe to ourselves require 
us to be circumspect, modest, frugal, moderate, humble, and fervent 
in ourown walking; that those which we owe to society call upon us to 
be tolerant, charitable, social, disinterested, sincere, and dispassionate 
in our intercourse with others, and that the due fulfilment of both im- 
plies the highest of all our duties—a pious and godly life in the sight of 
the Almighty. 


GERM OF A MISSIONARY SPIRIT IN SWEDEN. 


‘The Rev, Charles Fr. Haeggman, Chaplain of the Hospital Church 
in Stockholm, has been employed for many ~ in endeavoring to | 
awake his countrymen to a lively interest in the Missionary cause in J 
ret In a letter to the editors of the London Missionary Regis- 
ter, he says : roe | 
“‘For seven years I continued a weekly publication, begun by my 
father and an associate, in which I communicated, chiefly by transla* 
tions from such foreign journals as I could procure or borrow, such no- 
tices of the glorious triumphs of that Gospel, which is mighty to save 
and is still spreading with increasing success even in the darkest hea- 
then lands, as I judged most conducive to the information and profit of 
my countrymen.- Its sale, however, scarcely covering the expense of 
printing, | changed the form of my little work to that of a monthly 
journal, of the same character as its predecessor, but with the addition 
_ of such religious and literary notices and articles as might render it 
more useful to the general reader. This! continued for two years; till 
the losses which I sustained seemed to call upon me, my income being 
limited and my family numerous, to lay down the work. 


But now, | am resolved, in God’s name, to begin afresh: for I can- 
not bear the thouht of keeping back from my countrymen that know 
ledge which it may be in my power to communicate. He, who has 
even me this desire, will, of a surety, bless and prosper my underta- 

ing. He, who has worked such signs and wonders in heathen lands, 
will peradventure rouse even us Swedes from our lethargy ; and awa- 
ken that spirit of zeal and love, which shall have for its result, what I 
have earnestly hoped and prayed for—a Swepisn Missionary Socie- 
Ty! Then shall we no longer neglect our own heathen countrymen, 
far up in the North, in ourown woods and mountains; where the Cross 
1s, indeed, raised, but only as a guide-post ! 
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In furtherance of this design, I am endeavoring to establish in Stock - 
holm a ReadingSoeiety, consisting of such well-disposed persons as 
have both the ability and. desire to extend their reading beyond a small 
Swedish publication, and for this end to supply them with as many 
foreign missionary publications as possible. By these means, even 
those whose hearts are not yet withus because they do not as yet be- 
lieve, may be constrained at length to confess that God still worketh 
wonders in thesearth, and may even be brought to rejoice in the pri- 
vilege of preparing the way of the Lord.—JV. Y. Observer. 


THE LOVE OF BROTHERS, CONTRASTED WITH INHU- 


MANITY. | 
In the reign of Queen Anne, a soldier, belonging to a marking regi- 
ment, which was ered in the cit: of Worcester, was taken up for 


desertion—and being tried by a court martial, was sentenced’ to_ be 
shot. The colonel and lieutenant-colonel being at the time in London, 
the command of the regiment descended in course to the Major, a most 
cruel and inhuman man. The day on which the deserter was to be 
executed being arrived, the regiment, as is usual on these occasions, 
was drawn out to sec the execution. 

[t is the custom on these occasions, for the several corporals to cast 
lots for this disagreeable office ; and when every one expected to see 
the lots cast as usual, they were surprised to find that the Major had 
given orders that the prisoner should die by the hands of his own bro- 
ther, who was only a private man in the same Comme» and who, 
when the cruel order arrived, was taking his leave of his ponerer bro- 
ther, and with tears fast flowing that expressed the anguish of his soul, 
was hanging for the last time about his neck. 


On his knees did the poor fellow beg that he might not have a hand 
in his brother’s death—and the poor prisoner, forgetting for a moment 
his petitions to Heaven, begged to die by any hands but those of a 
brother. The unrelenting officer, however, could by no means be 
prevailed on to revoke his cruel sentence, though entreated by every 
inferior officer in the regiment—but on the contrary, he swore, that he. 
and he only, should be the executioner, if it were only for example’s 
sake, and to make justice appear more terrible. When much time 
had been wasted in fruitless endeavors to soften the rigor of this inhu- 
man sentence, the prisoner prepared to die, and the brother to be the 
executioner. 

The Major, strict to the maxims of cruelty, stands close to see that 
the piece is wellloaded, which being done, he directs that the third 
motion of his cane shall be the signal to fire. Accordingly, at the 
third motion, the major (instead of the prisoner) received the bullet 
throught his own head, and fell lifeless to the ground. 

The man had no sooner discharged his piece, than throwing it on 
the ground, he exclaimed—‘‘ He that gives no mercy, no mercy let him 
receive. Now Isubmit! I had rather die this hour for that man’s 
death, than live an hundred years and take away the life of my bro- 
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| 
ther.” No person seemed to be sorry for this unexpected piece of jus- 
tice on the inhuman major, and the man being ordered into custody, 
inany gentlemen present, who had been witnesses of the whole affair, 
joined to entreat the officers to defer the execution of the other brother 
till the Queen’s pleasure should be known. 

The request being complied with, the city chamber, that very night. 
drew up a very feeling and pathetic address to her Majesty, setting 
forth the unparallelled ereckty of the deceased officer, and humbly en- 
treated her Majesty’s pardon for both the brothers. 

‘The brothers were pardoned, and discharged from the army —Sail’s. 
.Magazine. 

HOSPITALITY. 

In the early ages of society, when travelling was not so common as 
at present, and when there were but few inns, the virtue of hospitality 
was frequently called into exercise. This duty is enforced in the 
Scriptures, and was particularly required when the persecuted Chris- 
tians were driven from place to place by their enemies. The spirit 
0. this duty is still in force and so far as we have opportunity we are 

bound to “entertain strangers,” and to show kindness to all who are in 
distres. 

The Swiss, especially in former times, were distinguished by their 
hospitality. , In this thinly populated country, amidst its mountains and 
vathés,@ en the stranger at length arrived at a solitary cottage, he 
received a hearty welcome to the humble fare of its inhabitants. The 
incursions of armies and the increase of travelling have tended to di- 
minish this spirit of hospitality in our days. 

It was about the period of the French revolution, in one of the more 
retired vallies of Switzerland there lived a farmer, with his wife, and 
a only daughter, named Gertrude. ‘They knew but little of the 
world, and they wished not to be acquainted with it. Their humble 
daily duties chiefly engrossed their attention; their only spare time 
they devoted to the good of their neighbours, especially those in afflic- 
tion, and to their one book, the Bible. ‘The touching narratives of sa- 
cred writ had deeply impressed the heart of the young Gertrude, and 
filled her mind “with thoughts of Christ and things divine.” As she 
tended her flock, or fed her chickens, or cultivated her garden, often 
would her thoughts recur to the “Good Shepherd ;”. to his lamenta- 
tions over Jerusalem, and to the various lessons taught in sacred writ 
by the flowersofthefield. | 

The peace of this retired family was at length disturbed by rumours 
of war; a neighbour brought the intelligence that the French were en- 
tering their country: the tidings spread through the cantons, and even 
to the most secluded spot the alarm at length extended. The signal 
from the hill called all the male inhabitants to. assemble with their 
arms at an appointed place of meeting. With many a tear and many 
a prayer Gertrude saw her beloved father depart, and then turned 
round to comfort her afflicted mother. In a few days the distant roar 
of the cannon was heard, and now and then some neighbour would call 
and tell of the rumours and news of the day. 
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Nothing had hitherto been seen of the invading army by Gertrude 
and her mothersave a distant view of troops in combat, seen from the 
top of an adjaeént mountain, till one evening as Gertrude was tending 
her goats she was surprised to see a French soldier approaching. She 
was much alarmed, but ere she recovered herself he exclaimed, ‘Pity 
a wounded soldier ?” and then fainted away on the bank: Gertrude 
did not hesitate to hasten to his relief: he was an enemy, but he was 
an enemy in distress, and Christ had said, “‘love your enemies.” She 
took some water from the brook, washed the blood from his face, and 
gave him of the cooling beverage: at length he opened his eyes and 
thanked her. She then ran into the cottage, her mother warmed some 
milk, and Gertrude hastened to take a bowl of it to the wounded sol- 
dier. As he drank it he revived, and exclaimed, “God bless you, my 
child; I had died had it not been for your kindness.” 


Gertrude and her mother then led the soldier into their cottage, 
dressed his wounds, and paid every attention to his wants. He was 
full of thankfulness, and made many apologies for the trouble he caus- 
ed them; but they told him they were happy to relieve a fellow creature 
in distress, and entreated him to compose himself to sleep. As they 
retired to rest they did not forget the poor stranger in their prayers, 
and r the morning they were pleased to find their patient much reco- 
vered. 

The old soldier remained at the cottage till his health was _ restored. 
The kind treatment he had received was so different from any thing 
he had before experienced, that he was puzzled to account for the gen- 
erosity of this amiable family. He had been accustomed to infidel 
principles, and all was therefore unaccountable to him. At last he in- 
quired how they had acquired such excellencies as were exhibited in 
all their conduct. Gertrude went to her box and took from thence a 
volume—it was the Bible: this, said she, is the book from whence we 
have learned all that is good, and would you be happy this book must 
be your guide. ed 

When the soldier became well enough to leave the hospitable cot- 
tage, he wished to leave with the family allthe money he had about 
him; but his offer was declined, and the only recompense they would 
accept was a promise that he would read through a New Testament, 
whieh they put into his hands at parting. As the soldier left the peace- 
ful valley he exclaimed, “Others talk about religion and virtue, but 
here I have found the reality, and that religion must be good from 
which such fruits proceed.” 


Let the reader remember, that while comparatively few can judge of 
our every one can judge of our conduct. O that the young 
would ever seek by all the “fruits of the Spirit” to adorn the doctrine 
of God their Saviour in all things —Eng. Youth’s Magazine. 


The capone of education in the seminaries of the department of the 


Rhone (France) is stated to be about one hundred dollars per annum 
exclusive of clothing, &c. " 
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The following Biography, of one of the brightest stars in the Lu- 
theran Constellation, will, we feel:assured, be read with deep interest, 
by the members of our beloved Church.—Editor. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF PROFESSOR GELLERT. 


Curistian F. Gevuert, the third among thirteen children, was 
born at Haynichen, in Saxony, in 1715. His father was second min- 
ister of the place ; fulfilled the duties of his — for fifty years with 
exemplary zeal and fidelity : and died Dean at the ageof seventy-five. 
His mother, by her precepts, impressed on the mind of her children 
the principles of piety; and by het example, conducted them to the 
practice of active virtue. She lived to see her eldest son, Frederic, 
principal commissary of the posts in Saxony; and her youngest, 
inspector of the mines at Frieburg, 
hristian Gellert received his first education ata public school at 
Meissen, where his friendship commenced with Gartner and Rabener, 
a friendship which much contributed to the happiness of his future 
life. At the age of eleven he was employed in copying a multitude of 
documents, contracts, and judicial acts; an exercise which, in a less 
ardent mind, might have stifled the poetic spirit which soon burst forth 
in Gellert. In his thirteenth year he wrote a poem on his father’s 
birth day, which must have possessed considerable merit, as many 
could recite it by memory, and preferred it to his other compositions. 


Gellert went in 1734 to Leipsick, and studied there four years, when 
his father was obliged to recal him from inability to support the ex- 
a of maintaining him at the university. On his return home he 

gan to preach; and his first attempt, which was very inauspicious, 
he thus relates in his memoirs. ; 

‘It was at the age of fifteen, and in my native town, that I made 
the first essay of my eloquence. One of the citizens had requested me 
to be godfather to h's child, which child died a few days after. I un- 
dertook his funeral sermon, though my father a rather unwilling - 
ly tomy so doing. The child was to be buried at noon: at eight in 
the morning I began to compose my discourse, which was not comple- 
ted till very late, I lost what time remained in composing an epitaph, 
and had but one hour to fix what I had just written in my memory. 
However, I boldly entered the chureh, and began my discourse with 
much solemnity, and attained nearly to the third sentence. Suddenly 
me ideas became confused, and the presumptuous orator found him- 
self in a state of anxiety, from which it was difficult for him to reco- 
ver. At length I had recourse to my papers, written in the form of a 
deed, on one large sheet, I unrolled it slowly before the eyes of my 
audience, who were as much disturbed as myself; I placed it in my 
hat and continued my discourse with tolerable boldness —Ardent 
youth! let my example teach thee to coijduct thyself with more pru- 
dence. I presumed too much upon myself, I was punished for it, andI 
ene afterwards deplored my foolish temerity: be wiser than I 
was 

It is pleasing to see a man profit by his errors, and even disclose 
them for the benefit of others ; as the mariner marks in his chart the 
fatal sands on which his vessel struck. From this incident Gellert 


& 
4 
4 
i 
Bia 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
if 


¢ 
3 


> 
+ 


3830} BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF PROFESSOR GELLERT. 25 


conceived a timidity, which he never was able to overcome, and which, 
together with bad health, weak lungs, and a memory not very firm, 
prevented him from becoming that ornament to the pulpit, which his 
early attempts promised, and engaged him to employ higtalents in a 
different line. 

His limited circumstances did not allow him to devote his whole 
time to the cultivation of his own talents. In 1739 he undertook the 
care of several pupils ; and, zealous in the discharge of this important 
duty, he trusted not to his own strength; he paves for superior assis- 
tance. On the right employment of the Sabbath he justly laid parti- 
cular stress ; he considered it as ‘fan indispensable means, and the 
most useful of all, for quickening our progress in religion and piety;” 
he thought that ‘‘on our mode of pa ne the Sabbath,” depended 
use we made of the week.” 


‘‘For on that day, (he would say,) to withdraw ourselves from all — 


earthly occupations, to make a serious examination of our hearts, to 
raise them to heaven, to nourish them with the truths founced on faith, 
is to fortify them for the whole week, to prepare ourselves for a faith- 
ful discharge of the duties of our calling. Amidst the tumults of the 
world, and the occupations of life, we too easily lose the’sentiment of 


_ our weakness and misery, if we do not set apart a certain portion of 


time for meditating on our insufficiency, and on the power and good- 
ness of God ; on our nothingness, and on his greatness. The better 
your disposition, the more active your zeal in discharging your duties, 
the more secure you may think your progress in virtue, the more rea- 
son_ you will have to fear the surprises of spiritual pride, Consecrate, 
therefore, the Lord’s Day to acts of humility. Impress your heart deep- 
ly with the meditation of this great truth ; that your existence, your 
elicity or your misery, your faith, your piety, are entirely and wholly 
dependent on the Supreme Being. Entertain a deep sense of the 
goodness of God, and of your own weakness. Awaken your mind to 
the sense of God’s mercies; enjoy the conversation of your pious friends, 
rejoice in the felicity which is their portion, in the beauties and in the 
wonders of nature.” Pa 
This testimony from Gellert, whose assiduity in the discharge of the 
arduous duties of his station was unremitting, is surely a sufficient an- 
swer to those who plead the toils ofthe week as an apology for the 
dissipation in which they spend that'day which God has claimed for 
himself. If to adore their Creator is burthensome; if to hold com- 
munion with their Redeemer, and gratefully to contemplate the won- 
ders of his love is not a delightful employment: ifa sense of their own 
insufficiency does not lead them to implore the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit ; itis a sure proof that their hearts are not right before God; 
and no other argument is wanting to shew how Necessary it is that 
they should diligently use all the appointed means of grace, and thank- 
‘tully acknowledge the wisdom and goodness of God in having sat 


apart one day in seven for peculiar attention to our spiritual concerns. 


To the opinion of Gellert we may add the testimony of one, eminent, 
ish law, and still more eminent for 
piety. 


for his profound knowledge of En 
his makaben integrity and exalted 
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«God Almighty,” says Sir Matthew Hale, “is the Lord of our time, 
and lends it to us, and, as it is but just we should eonsecrate this part 
(the Sabbath) of that time to him, so I have found, by astrict and deli- 
gent observation, that a due observation of the duty of this day hath ever 
joined to it a blessing upon the rest of my time, and the week that 

ath been so begun hath been blessed and prosperous to me ; and, on 
the other side, when I have been negligent of the duties of this day, 
the rest of the week hath been unsuccessful and unhappy to my own 
secular employments ; so that I could easily make an estimate of my 
success in my secular employments the week following, by the manner 
of my passing this day: and this I do not write lightly or inconsidera- 
tely, but upon a long and sound observation and experience.’”* 

Gellert’s exertions were not confined to literary objects ; he was rea- 
dy to embrace every opportunity of reclaiming a fellow-creature from 
his sins. His biographer has preserved a very interesting account of 
the assiduity, tenderness, and judgment, with which Gellert attended , 
_ during a severe illness, a young man, who had run into every excess 
of profligacy and profaneness. His pious efforts were blessed with 
success. ‘The young man did not recoyer ; but Gellert had the satis. 
faction of seeing that his death was that of a true penitent. 


The character of his fables is thus summed up by his biographer — 
‘*The choice of subjects, the moral, the style, all please, all do honour 
to the judgment, the understanding, and the heartofthe poet.” And 
in proof of the effect which they produced among his countrymen, the 
following interesting anecdote is related: : 

“In the beginning of one winter he saw a Saxon peasant drive up to 
his door a cart loaded with fire wood, who demanded of himself, 
whether he was not the gentleman who composed such fine tales ? 
On the answer he received, the peasant, joy sparkling in his eyes, 
with many excuses for the liberty he took, made Gellert a present of 
the contents of his cart, as a feeble mark of his gratitude for the plea- 
sure he had received from reading his tales.” 

When writing his sacred songs, **he never set himself” observes the 
biographer, “‘to this employment without a serious preparation and 
without having his heart previously filled with the sentiment he wished 
to express.” ‘They were eagerly received by all the friends of religion, 
and even by Roman Catholics, among whom Gellert’s writings were 
exempted ‘from the common sentence of exclusion passed upon 
heretical works. 

In 1751 he obtained, together with & pension, the appointment of 
professor extraordinary in philosophy, and began to give public lec- 
tures on poetry and eloquence to avery numerous audience. In these 
he was careful to “inspire his pupils noless with the love of virtue, than 
of the sciences.” Nor did he confine himself to public instructions, all 
had free access to him ; and, “whilst with all the marks of the tender- 
est interest, he recommended to them piety and virtue, as the true road 
to happiness, his own example and the purity of his manners, added 
the greatest weight to his exhortations.” Thus did this excellent man 


*Directions touching the keeping of the Lord’s Day, to his childrer 
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carry religion into every part of his life and conduct; it was his con- 
stant companion, bis guide and the source of all his comforts. 

His hypochondriae affection rendered his life a contiuued series of 
suffering. He sought for consolation in religion, and though he did 
not succeed in overcoming the horrors of imagination, We have no 
doubt that he thereby diminished their power. On the subject of 
Gellert’s habitual melancholy, the biographer makes a judicious re- 
flection. | 

‘‘Many people in reading the life of Gellert, have been painfully af- 
fected by the idea of the almost meredible sufferings and melancholy, 
experienced by this man, who was so pious, and so good, who chie 
delighted in slorifgie and imitating the author of his being, by seedlll 
ing happiness around him. But ifGellerthad been less an object of 
compassion, he would certainly have been less great, less admired, and 
of course less useful.” beed 

As Gellert advanced in years he found his imagination cool; and, 
abandoning the Muses, he resolved to compose a course of moral lec- 
tures. These added much to his celebrity ; his audience consisted of 
ten of four hundred persons ; sometimes of more. Nor was he less 
useful by his familiar and friendly intercourse, with his pupils, and by 
his advice to numerous correspondents, than by his public lectures. 
The confidence reposed in him was indeed most extraordinary. ‘Fa- 
thers asked him for directions in regard to the education of their sons; 
mothers wished to receive his instructions as to the mode of forming 
the hearts and understandings of their daughters, and frequently con- 
sulted him concerning the offers of marriage which were made for 
them; young men requested him to advise them on their studies ; to 
him many persons who had doubts concerning religion, addressed 
themselves to have them cleared. up; and frequently people of the 
world asked his advice how to resist the temptations to which they 
were exposed.” ‘To persons of every station of life his writings were 
useful ; and by all ranks his character was respected and beloved. 

Towards the close of Gellert’s life an unhappy spirit of discord arose 
in the university ; he alone, by exhortations and expostulation, suc- 
ceeded in quelling it. Notwithstanding his mental depression, he en- 


joyed, by the force of religion, much inward tranquillity during the 


last five years of his life ; and, as he perceived the slow approach of 
death, his diligence in benefitting others, and his zeal for their spiritual 
welfare, seem to have increased. ‘“The lessons.” to use the elegant 
language of his biographer, ‘‘which came from his lips had the charm 
ofa fine summer’s evening, at the moment when the sun sheds his — 
last beams, and his absence deprives nature of its lustre, without ta- 
king from its beauty.” He prepared his moral lessons for the press, 
but did not live to superintend their publication. He expired in 1769 
with the triumphant composure of a christian. 

‘During his last Wlness, a firm, but ever humble confidence in the 
mercy of God, through Jesus-Christ, appeared to elevate him above 
himself; and melancholy, the constant companion of his life, did not 
dare follow him to the confines of eternity. He was delivered from his 
apprehensions, and, nevertheless, preserved a constant sense of his 
imperfections, and of his unworthiness in the sight of the Supreme 
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Being. He fixed his thoughts on the beatitude to whieh. he was ap 
proaching; and, to console his friends, distracted by the conviction 
that medical arttried in vain to prolong his days, he conversed with 
them on the glorious prospect before him. 

«When Gellert had completed his temporal arrangements, master- 
ing his weakness and his pains, he sat up, and presse? ote | his head, 
the hairs of which already begun to whiten, he pronounced aloud such 
fervent prayers, animated with so deep a sentiment of humility, of 
gratitude, and of love for his God ; his looks raised to heaven expres- 
sed such a profound peace, so celestial a joy, that it seemed to his 
friends as if they saw the image ofa holy patriarch, a Jacob on his 
death-bed blessing his children. He endeavoured to recal to his re- 
membrance all the particular blessings he had received from Divine 
Goodness ; he specifically named all those of his friends who were still 
alive, many of his absent disciples, and recommended them in his 
prayers to the Divine favour and protection. But he did not wholly 
confine himself to the blessings he had received ; he recalled to his 
mind his faults, his weaknesses, and that with such a degree of hu- 
mility, as produced an indelible impression on the minds of those pre- 
sent. This prayer was pronounced with a weak, but very intelligible 
voice ; and the fire of devotion with which it was animated, filled their 
eyes with tears and their hearts with a respect for his piety, beyond 
what they ever felt before. rides 

“After having conversed and prayed for some time, he fell back on 
his bed, continued his meditations in silence, and thus prepared hirh- 
self for the conversation of a worthy ecclesiastic in whom he had much 
«confidenee, and from whose hands he wished to receive the holy sa- 
crament for the last time. On the entrance of this friend, the manner 
in which Gellert spoke to him of his death, shewed that nothing dis- 
turbed the inward calm of his mind. | He was very attentive to all 
the words uttered by the pious minister; but nothing affected him 
more, nor excited in his heart a more lively sentiment of joy, than the 
consideration of the infinite love of the Redeemer towards mankind ; 
and this sentiment was accompanied with the most profound respect, 
and the sincerest humility. When amongst the passages of scripture 
suited to his situation, these words taken from the history of Lazarus 
were pronounced, ‘Lord, behold he whom thou lovest is sick ;’ penetrated 
with the sense of this passage,‘Ah,’ exclaimed he, ‘might I be happy en- 
ough to be allowed to apply these words to myself!’ His pastor and 
his friends making him sensible that the christian, who seeks salvation 
only in the merits of his Saviour may be certain, he is the peculiar object 
of his love, he immediately applied this consoling promise to himself : 
‘Yes, I hope it, O my Saviour, I hope that thou lovest me as one of 
thine own.’ 

“The power of these sentiments so/far exceeded that of his suffer- 
ings, that, in the midst of the most violent pains, no complaint fell from 
his lips, only he requested his friends to pray for him. One of these 
having asked him whether he suffered much ? ‘Most assuredly,’ replied 
the pious sufferer, ‘but these pains are supportable.’ ‘You have already 
endured many evils with firmness and resignation,’ added his friend, 
‘you will still continue to suffer with Christian fortitude, that religion 
which has strengthened you during your life, will sxpport you in the 
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hour of death. ‘Alas, my dear friend ? replied Gellert ‘Iam a weak 
man, a poor sinner; pray for me that I may not yield to temptation.’ 
Sincere as was this confession, as sincerely did he think himself certain 
of obtaining pardon, through the merits of the Redeemer. 


«‘On hearing of his danger, Mr. Heyer came to Leipsick to see him ; 
the moment Gellert perceived him, he said, ‘ This ts a truth, and wor- 
thy to be received of all men, that Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners ; this, my dear friend, this is my confession of faith on 
my death bed. But,’ continued he with visible joy, ‘mercy has been 
extended to me; yes, God extends his mercy to me; this is what I 
moreover acknowledge ; it is in this hope that I live, and am going to 
die.’ He then set himself to exalting oud, and in the most affecting 
manner, the infinite merey ofGod. 


‘These pious dispositions manifested themselves particularly in his 
last communion ; and though his illness had already reduced him to a 
deplorable state, he collected all his remaining strength, in order to 
acknowledge his faults, and make his confession of faith; and the ar- 
dent zeal with which he was animated, must have absorbed, at that 
moment, all his sense of suffering. He applied to himself all the pro- 
mises of grace, which the deeply affected minister placed before hie 
from the Gospel, with the utmost ardour, and with a tone of voice 
which announced the celestial joy with which his heart overflowed; he 
called on those who witnessed this act of religion to edify themselves, 
with him, and to celebrate the glory of the Divine mercy. He at the 
same time assured the minister, that he had never felt so entirely the 
comfort and eflicacy of the evangelical promises; and that at this, 
more than at any other time, he felt how much those are to be pitied 
who refuse to seek their consolation in the Saviour’s merits. 


Notwithstanding the violence of his disorder, nothing could disturb 
the courage and serenity of his soul ; and he discovered none of those 
marks of weakness, which are too often seen in similar circumstances, 
even in true Christians. aa 

The physicians, in the mean time, tried every thing their art could 
suggest, to save his life. ‘The news of his desperate state reached the 
Elector : much affected by the situation of this most useful citizen, he 
ordered the able Demiani to go to Leipsick, and to join his endeavours 
with those of the university physicians, to save a life he so much va- 
lued, and desired to have an exact account of the success of their uni- 
ted efforts. Gellert submitted to all their experiments with admirable 


patience & courage; no complaint escaped him, though out of four and 


twenty hours he was constantly obliged to pass sixteen under the sur- 
geon’s hands. All, however, was in vain, neither the skill and assidui- 
ty of his physicians, the zeal and friendship by which they were ani- 
mated, nor the kind attention of his sovereign, could arrest the depar- 
ture of that life, which every one so ardently wished should be prolong- 
ed. Inthe midst of the violent pains attending on an inflamation of 
the bowels, the pious sufferer was occupied with the passion of his 
Saviour, who he said, had suffered infinitely more to obtain for him 
the pardon of his sins; and his soul was so entirely absorbed in the 
contemplation of this salute ~y death, that he appeared little alive to the 
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sense of his own sufferings. So much strength and courage does re- 
ligion communicate to the dying Christian ! 

‘The fresh proof he received of the interest taken in him by the 
Elector, on the arrival of a physician belonging to the court, excited 
his gratitude, and he loudly praised God for this consolation. ‘But,’ 
added he, as if fearful of yielding too much to the pleasure it gave him; 
‘let us not place our trust in princes, they cannot help us, however 
good they may be, and whatever desire they may have tobe useful to 
us; my help comes from God!’ When M, Demiani expressed to him the 
esteem and affection the prince had for him, and the alarm his illness 
occasioned at court, Gellert shed tears of gratitude. He fervently 

rayed for the prosperity of so good a sovereign, and for that of all 

is family. The sufferings of our Saviour being constantly in his 
thoughts, he compared afresh his state with that of Jesus on the cross; 
observing that mere subjectas he was, he died honoured with the com- 
passion of his prince, whilst the Redeemer of mankind had not even 
obtained justice from men. Ata moment when the disorder seemed 
to have attained its height, he exclaimed with a sigh, ‘O what. suffer- 
ings!’ ‘But,’ resumed he immediately, ‘what are those sufferings in 
comparison of those of my Saviour! | He was reviled by those about 
him ; and I, unworthy creature, experience the good will of my prince!’ 
Thus he intermixed acts of thanks for temporal benefits, with testimo- 
nies of gratitude for the great blessing of redemption ; and thus in 
prayers, continually renewed, he implored without ceasing his pardon, 
and the completion of his salvation,, His intimate friends resident at 
Dresden, and in particular his beloved Wagner, had hastened to see 
him ; he consoled them with the most affecting tenderness, and requir- 
ed from them no other office than that they would pray for him, and 
help him to elevate his mind to God, when the violence of his disorder 
should make it impossible for him to pray himself with uninterrupted 
fervour. ‘I find it difficult,’ said he, ‘to follow what is addressed to 
me, only repeat to me the name of Jesus ; whenever I pronounce it 
or hearit pronounced by others, I feel myself animated with new 
strength; and fresh joy.’ Full of these sentiments, his deliverance 
drew nigh. His extenuated body*decayed gradually ; his soul main- 
tained itself in that happy tranquillity arising from hope. The day 
preceding his death, some hours’ rest gave him power to renew his 
prayers for his sovereign, his relations, and friends, and the disciples 
who had been entrusted to his care ; he named them all and _ blessed 
them. His wishes in their behalf was his only return to the world he 
was leaving. At length he thought he felt the final approaches of 
death, and wished to know of his friends how much longer he might 
have to struggle with it. On being answered, perhaps an hour ; ‘God 
be praised,’ said he, with looks of joy, and raising his hands, ‘only one 
more hour!’ Then with a still more serene countenance, he turned 
-on his side, prayed to God in silenee, and in the midst of this prayer. 
and those of all present, who surrounded his bed, he slept the sleep of 
death, on the 13th of December, 1769, ‘at midnight.” 

The death of Gellert was universally lamented throughout Germa- 


ny : and his brother, the superintendant of the post, survived the 
grief of his loss but a month. ' 
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Possessed of enlightened benevolence, he constantly endeavoured to 
promote both the temporal and everlasting happiness of his fellow 
creaturés. With a slender revenue he was more liberal than many 
who live in affluence. “His moderation constituted his riches.” On 
one occasion when a present was offered him, “I want for nothing,” 
said Gellert, “and many more deserving people are in indigence ; give 
them what you had the goodness to intend for me” Insuch a mind 
itis unnecessary to add, that friendship glowed with the purest flame. 

But perhaps one of the most peculiar features in the character of 
Gellert was his humility. It was not that false shame, that disguised 
vanity, which frequently prevents men of talents from benefitting socie- 
ty as much as they might; it was a just consciousness of human im- 
pene which led him to court the advice of his friends, to submit 

is compositions to their examination, and to be thankful for their cen- 
sures. 

We are naturally desirious to know by what means Gellert attained 
to such eminence in the practice of Christian virtue. His biographer 
has afforded us ample information on this interesting subject. Gel- 
lert was frequent in the perusal of scripture, regular both in_his_pri- 
vate devotions, and in his daily attendance on public worship. Dur- 
ing the last seventeen years of his life he kept a journal, chiefly com- 
posed of observations on his spiritual state. It contains lamentations 
on account of his weakness; resolutions of amendment; prayers for 
the pardon of sin, for divine grace, and for repose of conscience. 
Hence it was, that to use the words of his biographer, “his thoughts 
in solitude, his conversation in society, the lessons he gave his schol- 
ars, his writings, his letters, his labours, his recreations, all that he said 
and did, was animated by the spirit of religion.” 


| REFORM. 


The editors of the New-York Journal of Commerce have received 
from Washington the bill reported by the Judiciary Committee of the 
Senate, to erect “‘the establishment of the Attorney General” into an 
Executive Department. It proposes some important changes in the 
various duties heretofore assigned to the State and ‘Treasury Depart- 
ments. ‘The Secretary of State is to be divested both of that portion 
of his official patronage, which has hitherto been deemed a means of 
»orruption to the press, viz: the superintendance of the publication of 
che Laws of Congress, and also of the supervision of the Patent office. 
lhe Treasury Department is to be deprived of the superintendence of 
ull suits and other legal proceedings in which the Federal Government 
$a party ; all which duties and ers are to be vested in the Attor- 
ey General. All opinions given by that officer, upon questions invol- 
ving the construction of an Act of Congress, or of the Federal Consti- 
ution, together with an annual report of the condition of the business 
-ommitted to his Department, shall be transmitted to the President, to 
e, by him, laid before Congress. The salary is to be raised from 
3500 to $6000. A chief Clerk learned in the Law, with an annual 


alary of $3000, and five Assistant Clerks,with inferior salaries are to 
appointed. — Balt. Gazette. | 


